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A Plain and Familiar 


DISCOURSE 


Humbly dedicated to 
Reverend Dr. 9 acheverill, CC. 


E chat would be a true Heir ap- 
parent to the Church triumphant 
in Heaven, muſt firſt take care to 
approve himſelf a worthy Mem- 
ber of the Lunch militanton But — 3 
-peculiar Qualificatipns are, to acknowledge 
andifor — to adore, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, three Divine Doran but one 
Eternal and Qemnipotcat God believing 
like wiſe at the; ſame time one Neef 
of Saints, or. ſincere Profeſſors of Chriſtia- 
nity diſperꝰ d throughout the whole Globe 
of the Earth; one 7 Faith; one Bap- 


tilm, for the Remiſſion of Sins; one propi- 


tiatory Sacrifice of Chriſt's Body and Blood; 
one appointed Hour of Death; one general 
Reſurrection; one great Day of Judgment, 
when the whols Race of Mankind fal te 
oblig' d to give an Account of their Works 
ene in the Fleſh ; one Heaven, to be the 
WE is ever- 


| | L 4” 
everlaſting Reward of the Righteous ; and 
one Hell, to puniſh” wicked — to 

all Eeernicy, 


He allo owhs. there js one Rule of lik, 8 


for gaining the Conqueſt over Sin, and àano- 
ther Method to falltæ V iſtim to Folly; ; one 
Spirit of Love and Unity for Brethren, and 
another of inveterare Hatred and Diſcad 
one Manner of Confeſſing the Truth in je- 
ſus, by a holy Life, and another of Deridin 
the Power of his Laws by a looſe Canvenk 
tion; one Cour le tending! to-eternal Ws, 
and another to endleſs Pains } dne Way to 
be lav'd, and another * damn'd ; Ohe 


ip 
.evet-blefſed Trinity, 480 another to boße ci 
moſt comfortaBle Tnjoyment of the Błari- 


fick Vifion; one 2 — of laboriviis 
faithful Miniſters of tlie Golpel, who'cord- 
ſtantly Preach the ſound Poctrine of true 
„Helis, Juſtice, Truth, Sobriety, Love, 
Chtiſtian Moderation; Forgiveneſs, ald 
Lon; g. ſuffer ing; and another Pack of Su- 
pine Levites,' that make ie their main Buſt 


neſs to promote Strife, Variance, Emula- 


tion, Pet ſecution, Reveng e, Sellin and Dif- 
{at amongſt Pietkren: One Party maiti- 
taining the Power of Godlineſs, by ſhun- 
ning Vice, and the other diſowning the 


poſitive Commands of Heaven, by failing 


down 


—— ——— 
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down the Stream of Iniquity: One Society 
of upright Chriſtians complying with the 
Terms of the Goſpel and the Laws of the 
Land, by doing Juſtice, loving Mercy, and 
walking humbly with their God: And ano- 
ther Tribe. of falſe-hearted Hypocrites, or 
falſe Brethren, that make Rents in the 
Church, and Diviſions in the State, by raiſing 
needleſs Diſputes, Fewds and Animoſpwies, 
amongſt Brethren of the ſame Community, 
tho? of ſomewhat different Perſwaſion. 
And farther., He, is very ſenſible, that 
there is one Body of Profeſſors, who are re- 
ligious, pure and holy; and another of 
thoſe that are diſſolute, filthy and prophane: 
one Race of Men charitable, liberal and 
merciful; and another hard-hearred, cove- 
tous and cruel: one familiar, affable and 
free; another auſtere, arrogant and moroſe: 
one upright, juſt and true; another deceit- 
ful, falſe and perfidious: one ſteady, firm 


and reſolute; another unſtable, weak and 


fickle : one obliging, courteous and modeſt; 
another imperious, diſreſpectful and inſo- 


lent: one diſcreet, prudent and cautious; 


another raſh, 4 9 unadviſed : one 
adorn'd with Grace, Knowledge and Saga. 


city; another ſtain d with Vice, Ignorance 
and Stupidity: one meek, calm and gentle; 
another hot, fiery and turbulent: one ready 
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to paſs by Injurięs, Affronts and Wrongs; 
another obſtinately retaining Malice, Ran- 
cour and IIl- will: one frequent in Prayer, 


Meditation and Watching; another negli- 


gent in the Performance of known Duties, 
careleſs and ſloathful: one diligent in hear- 


ing, obſerving and practiſing; another al. 
together taken up with idle talking, gazing 
and fleeping: in a Word, one Party whoſe 
Wills are refigned to the Diyine Diſpoſal, 
their vicious Inclinations mortified, and 


Wie 
their unruly Paſſions ſubdu d; and another 


that is en rebellops, repining and 


fretful: And indeed whoſoever will be ſa- 
ved, muſt have a true lively Faith, and an 
univerſal Charity; an even Temper and 


firm; a 81 750 e Mind; and a pure Soul; 
edient to the DiQates of Heaven, 


a Will obedient 
and holy AﬀeQtions ; a Zeal for the Promo- 


6 


ting of God's Glory, and à4 Dread of Sin; 


an arcent Deſire ot taking the Kingdom of 
Heayen by force, and a cordial Love for its 
Inſtitutions; a Heart nnparttently defirous 


— a 
EN_— 
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ons, having a quiet Conſcience and a con- 
tented Mind; being dutiful to Parents, and 
loyal to Princes; free from Deſpite, En- 


vy and Hatred; abftaining from Evil, and 


doing Good ; abandoning Vice, and imbra- 
cing Vertue; living one Day, as if he were 

to die the next; inſtructing the ignorant, 
and ſupporting the Weak ; relieving the 
Poor, and cloathing the Naked; praying 
with the Sick, and viſiting the Impriſoned ; 
confirming the Pious, and reclaiming the 
Diſſolute; vindicating the Orthodox, and 
confuting Hereticks ; incouraging the Ver- 
tuous, and diſcountenancing the Ungodly ; 
reproving the Diſorderly, and admoniſhing 
the Neghgent ; they. are alſo careful in re- 
gulating their own inordinate Affections, 
and ſubduing unruly Luſts; having a ten- 
der Conſcience, and a ſanctified Will; a 
meek Spirit, and an upright Heart; they 
are innocent in Life, and blameleſs in Con- 
verſation; rich in Grace, and abounding in 
good Works ; contending for Glory, and 
affectionately loving the holy Jeſus; they 
ule few Words, and are void of Strife; but 
ſtrong in the Lord, and mighty in his Pow - 
er; hating Vanity, and deſpiſing Pride; be- 
ing wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves; 


continually running the Race of Vertue, and 


preſſing for ward to ohrain the Prize of the 
| | 4 4 high 


8 


high Calling of God: Whoſoever uſes his 
utmoſt Endeavours to be fo qualify'd, and 
leads ſuch a regular Life, is undoubtedly a 
genuine Son of Chrift's holy Catholick 


Church; for no ſooner is a pious Perſon well 


grounded 1n the Principles of true Religion, 


but he immediately finds a thorow Change 
in the Frame of his Nature, and dares not 
any longer hold on in a needleſs. Diſpute 
concerning Forms and Modes of Divine 
Worthip ; or ſo much as make an unchari- 
table Reflection upon any Community of 
Chriſtians that can't joyn with him in eve- 
ry particular Nicety, or indifferent Cere- 
mony, wiſely conſidering, that where the 
holy Scriptures has not a Tongue to com- 
mand or forbid any thing, the Matter is ap- 
parently lefr to the Arbitration of every 
Man's Conſcience, as not being eſſentially 
neceſſary for Salvation; however he knows 
it to be a Duty incumbent on all Chriſtians, 
of what Perſwaſion ſo ever they may be, to 
make choice of ſuch Perſons for their Aſſo- 
ciates, as are pure in Spirit, moderate in 
Opinion, and adhere to the Eſſential Parts 
of Chriſt's reveaPd Religion; neither is 


there any other Means by which they can 


attain to the true Knowledge of their Du- 


ty to God, their Neighbours, and them- 


1 


. H —ͤ — 
, * 
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| I made'obſervarion, that after the De- 
ceaſe of King;William the Third, of ever. 
| bleſſed Memory, the Tory Tribe of Perſe- 
= cuting Brethren began' to be fledg'd with 
| their high- flying Feathers to ſoar up aloft, 
| as it were ſo many rapacions Vultures, to 
> | eek their former Prey; ſo that the Conſe- 
A quence would have prov'd fatal to theſe 
> | three flouriſhing Kingdoms, had not the 
ſingular Wiſdom of a ſagacious and mode- 
. rate Queen put a Stop to their haſty flight, 
f and clipt their ſpreading Wings, by decla- 
- ring ſne was reſolv'd to maintain the Act 
- of Toleration: However, notwithſtanding 
- {o great a Mortification, numerous Flocks 
- | of theſe ravenous Birds of Prey are ſtill flut- 
- Þ} . tering up and down about the Engliſh 
Coaſts to lay hold of a favourable Opportu- 
17 nity, to tear open our old Sores with their 
8 keen Bills, and revive our lamentable Diſ- 
8, ſentions, the diſmal Effects of Which have 
0 been apparently felt abroad among many 
J- of our Brethren of the Retormed Religion, 
n | inſomuch that the Romaniſts, our common 
ts Enemies, have almoſt quite extirpated the 
1s very Name of a Proteitant Church out of 
n ſeveral neighbouring Countries. „ 
u- | And, Lam afraid, the ſame Fate will ſoon 
n- | overtake us, if not timely prevented, by 
. | ſuppreſſing thoſe mighty Nimrede, who to 


cager- 


—— a de — BAER... Er x 


But, I hope, all ſober Chriſtians, endu'd 


C * 


eagerly ſeek to deſtroy this our Brieiſh If 


rael; that is to fay, all ſuch that dreſs in 
the Railing Faſhion, and are defirous to 
Lord ĩt over tender Conſciences with a per- 
ſecuting Arrogance. | 


with Underſtanding and Moderation, will 
from time to time put up their earneſt Re- 
queſts and Supplications at the Throne of 
Grace, that this Church and State may ne- 
ver be ſo unhappy for the future, as to be 


. overtaken by a calamitous Time, ben that 


ſtilent Brood of Vipers ſhall Sway, as 
it happen'd in King Charles the Second's 
Time; but that we may all unanimouſly 


Rand up for the Cauſe of God, the Queen, 


and the true Religion; preferring none to 
be imploy'd either in Church or State, but 
ſuch as are well known to be found in Do- 
Qrine, holy in Life, moderate in Spirit, and 


power ful in pulling down the Strong-holds 


of Vice; then we may expect to gain the 
Smiles of Heaven, the Favour of the Al- 
mighty, the Conqueſt over Sin, and a com- 


re Victory over our Enemies, both ghoſt- 


y and temporal; ſo that this Land of our 


Nativity may flouriſh, and be continually 


refreſhd with overflowing Streams of Peace 


and Plenty, xp. 2 
G N — Tis 


, | 
L 11 

Tis reported, that there are two remark: 
able Rivers in the Kingdom of Hungary, the 
Waters of which; altfo of different Quali- 
ties and Colours, amicably meet in one 
Channel, without diſturbing each other, or 
without intermixing their pure elementary 
Subſtance, but roll together with one Con- 
ſent towards the vaſt Ocean, only ſtrivin 
whoſe ſilent Streams may float it faſtel? 
down and arrive ſooneſt at their appointed 
Stage, notwithſtanding the Oppoſition of 
retrograde Eddies and ſwelling Surges, and 
whenſoever their boiſtrous Enemies, I mean 
the ſtormy Winds, aſſault them in their 
Paſſage, they immediately bring up their 
united Forces of their provok'd Billows to 


ſtem the Tide againſt thoſe impetuous 


Blaſts, never inſulting one another in the 
leaſt with their proud Waves, troubled Wa- 


ters, or different, Temperatures. 


Nou what a Scandal is it for any religi- 
ous Votaries, eſpecially Proteſtants, to fall 
out by the Way into implacable Animoſities 
among themſelves or Brethren, and even at 
that very Inſtant when the bloody Papiſts 
are drawing up their numerous Forces in 
Battel-array, to deſtroy the Church, our 
holy Mother, and hew us down as a Victim 
to their unrelenting. Cruelty, without the 
leaſt Diſtinction of Perſons, or Regard to 
any Party whatſocver. 'There- 
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Therefore if our ſeveral Pretentions are ö 
tending to Godlineſs and the common Intereſt 
of the Reformed Churches, let us joyn. our 
Hands and Hearts together, as it were in Imi- 
tation of the two purling Rivulets bit how | 
mention'd, ſo as effectually to make head againſt | 

our formidable Enemies , „the grand Tyrants, 
and perfidious Diſturbers of Europe's Peace; 
ſeriouſly conſidering, that we are all Brethren 2 
of the ſame pure Religion, with reſpect to the | 


fundamental Articles of it, making H. aal ion 
of one Catholick and Apoſtolick Faith, and all 
driving one Way, altho' we are not of the 
ſame Mind, Temperature or Complexidn, in 
reference to the outward Forms of Divine Wor- 
ſhip, nor ever ſhall be, as long as the: Sun and 
Moon endure. 21 
If the Caſe ſtand thus, why ſhould we Par- 
ley or Wrangle on the heavenly King's High- 
f way to Sion, about that which can never he ab: 
| ſolutely deln d or adjuſted in this imger fect 
| State. 
However, let this be our Comfort, that the 
Matters in diſpute amongſt us are not worthy 
of much Notice, and do not interfere with eur 
common Salvation; ſince all the Stir, we make 
| is only about a few Patitilio's of Church-Diſct» *| 
= pline, or Bodily Geſtures, which ought not to | 
BM extend to the Breach of Mutual, rity. 
Upon the whole Matter, Let all u upright, 
true-hearted Chriſtians love one another with 
a cordial Sincerity, and an unlimited Affection, 
as the bleſſed: A poſtles did in the firſt: Infancy 
of our holy Rehgioaz altho?. there were Con: 
a trover! lics 


13 | 
troverſies ſet on foot among them, which never- 
theleſs did not in any wiſe diſaffect their firm 
Belief in the Son of God, but were rais'd a- 
bout Preheminence, and ſome other Niceties 
of no great Importance, inſomuch that our dear 
Saviour, the Prince of Peace, knowing their 
inward Thoughts, ſoon gave a Check to the 
Career of their hot Diſputes, and moſt pru- 
dently ppt them to Shame, by ſetting a little 
Child in the midſt of them, and of ſaying, Of 
ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven; meaning, that it 
was not expedient for his Apoſtles and Follow- 
ers to Diſpute or Contend about any Matters, 
but thoſe that were eſſentially neceſſary to be 
known and practis'd in order to Salvation; the 


Sum of all which is fully comprebended in theſe 
three emphatical Sentences, vi. To fear Goa, and 


keep his Commandments; To do to all, as we would be 


done by; and, To Ne one another with Chriſten 
Charity. 


Therefore I thiphvit ought no Jonger be an oc- 


caſion of Scandal or Offence, whether the Pariſh» 
"Miniſter wears a Canonical Caſſock, or a long 


Clogk 30a white Surplice, or a black Coat; 


whethepthe be a Preacher ordain d by a Biſhop, 
or appointed by a Conſiſtory of Orthedox and 
Learned Divines; whether he deliver the lively 


Oracles of Truth i in a Cathedral or a Parochial . 
Church, or an obſcure Meeting-houſe ; whether 
he bows to the Altar or the Name of Jeſus, or 
ſtands up at the Repetition of the Goſpels, or 


does not think fit to comply with thoſe out- 
ward Ceremonies; whether he prays by a From, 


or as 6908 holy Spire gives him Utterance; andi in 


, ſhort, 


8 14 | | 
ſhort,whether he be a Prelate or a Dean, an Arch 
deacon, or other dignify d Clergy- man, or other - 
wiſe an inferior Prieſt or private Teacher. 

Theſe are things of no great moment. and do 
not belong to the ſubſtantial Articles of Reli - 
gion; ſo that particular Community ought to 
ſtrive, with an ynweary's Diligence, to ſhew 
which Party can make the beſt of their Way to- 
wards the Center of everlaſting Reſt, by Acts 
of Charity and Mercy, by Example and Pre- 
eepts, by Life and Doctrine, by ſound Argu- 
ments and meek Intreaties, by Loving - kindneſs 
and Gentleneſs of Temper, by Patience and Hu- 
mility, by Prayers and Supplications, by Svbrie- 
ty and Abſtinence, by Watching and Faſting, 
by running the Race of Vertue and encountring 
ſpiritual Enemies, by kind Invitations and friend - 
ly Forbearance, by Mild neſs and Love, by Con- 
Fancy and Perſeverance, by a readinefs: to for- 
get and forgive Injuries, by an honeſt Endeavour 
to avoid Errors and conniving at the Miſtakes 
of others, by meeting Halfway and GOmply- 
ing, by Exhorting and Inſtructing, by Aſſiſt ing 
and Supporting, by pardoning and not giving 
Offence, by contending for Glory and paſting 
for Heaven, by circumſpect Demeanour. and 
wholfome inſtructions, by Unity and Concord, 
by Regeneration and Repentance, by Long - ſuſ- 
fering and putting on Bowels of Compaſſiun. 
Therefore if thou wouldeſt ſet up for an ac- 
compliſht Chriſtian, and quve thy Actions ap- 
prov'd by God and Man, take care that thou ne- 
ver giv it-way to the perſecuting thy Fellow · tra- 
Vellers in the unerring Paths of weng. 
n a they 


Cf 15) 
they cannot dereſs their Conſcience for Heaven 


in that Faſhion which is moſt conformable to thy 


capricions Humour, or perhaps decline to com- 
ply with thy private Intereſt. 5 
Are there any particular Societies within the 
Pale of Chriſt's Catholick Church who have juſt 
Grounds to believe their Perſwaſion or Opinion 
to be more orthodox and ſound than any other? 
Let them give God the Praiſe that they can a- 
dorn their Souls for the meeting of the great 
Bridegroom in the heavenly Manſions, by the 
help of a truer Divinity-glaſs than the reſt of 
Mankind; and for the future, let them not be {a 
ungenteel as to brand any Community with foul 
Names, upon the account of paſt Failings or late 
Offences: For if they do but make an impartial 
Scrutiny into the Miſcarriages of their own Par- 
ty, and turn over the Records of a few Years,” 
afraid they'll find ſufficient cauſe to lay their 
Hands on their Months, and ſay with regret, 
We have all talen our T urns to Perſecute one another. 
O what ſhall we do unto thee, O thou Pre- 
ſerver of Men? By what Means can we retrieve 
our Honour, or attain Salvation, unleſs it be 
by immediately repenting of our enormitous 
Tranſgreſſions, by looſing the Bands of Unrigh- 
teonſneſs, and ſhewing Mercy one to another? 
. In the mean while l hope it will not be taken 
ill, if 1 plainly tell the two contending Parties, 
that if any Perſon, of what Order, Degree or 
Perſweſjon ſoever he may be, ſhall preſume for 
the future, to-Revile, Reproach, Beſpatter or 
Perſecute either of the ſaid Parties, by Preaeh- 
ing, Diſcourſing , Writing, or otherwiſe, in 
0 _ my 


[16] 


my Opinion, obght no more be accounted a 


ember of either of theſe two moſt excellent 
ies of Chriſtian Profeſſors, than a Turk, a 
Pagan or Infidel. Nay, be it proclaim'd hence: 


forth through cue Britiſh Iſlands, that I had 


much rather hear the Heavens roaring with 
dreadfal Peals of Thunder, or behold them ſet 
all over on a Flame, by amazing Flaſhings of 
Lightuing,: than to ſee one that pretends to be 
a Miniſter, ſtanding aloft in the Courts of God, 
foaming at the Mouth, and belching forth vis 
rulent Invectives againſt any particular Church 
aud People who ſubſcribe by their Orthodox 
Confe Non of Faith, to the fundamental Articles 
of the Chriſtian Religion and the poſitive Com- 
mands of the ever - bleſſed Jeſus, the eternal Au- 
thor of it; For ſuch opprobrious Terms are 
othing elſe but the Language of; Hell, devis'd 
by the Enemy of Mankind, on purpoſe to un- 
exmine the Foundation or all ſolid and real 
Religion to turn it into a Heap of Deluſions, 
Lies and Shadows, to imbroil its Profeſſors with 
incurable Diſſentions, all which᷑ direful Effects 
of the Diabolical Malice are already viſible a- 
mongſt us, and I. feat will be ſoon compleated, 
unleſs we immediately intomb all our old Grud- 
ges and new-ſtarted Heats in,the Land of Obli- 
Bc changing, our endleſs; Jars and needleſs 
900 C into the peaceable eas of Ficty 


Chriſtian, Love, 
wy God * his infinite Metres pe .for #he ſake of 
the ever-bleſſi ed-Feſus, the eternally: belov'd Son of his 
Bo om; and may all the g genuine Sons of Chri#'s holy 
ct urch reverently proſtrate. themſelves before the Di. 


F 
eine Glory, ſaying, Amen, 
ve "PI W-1K 
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